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'Official' Big Dig Costs, Revision 
6: A draft of the latest revision of the 
estimated costs to be paid by the Cen- 
tral Artery/Tunnel project shows a 
total of $7.998 billion. To keep the num- 
ber below $8 billion, almost $1 billion 
in additional itemized costs have been 
excluded in the hope that they will be 
funded from other sources (unnamed). 
Included is a credit of $250 million 
from the sale of unidentified air rights. 
No estimate is given of other costs 
related to the project, such as MBTA 
transit impovements and transit infor- 
mation campaigns. 

This draft of Revision 6 also did not 
elaborate on specific items for which 
funding has not been found; only broad 
categories are presented. Project offi- 
cials say details on specific items in the 
"excluded" categories will be available 
at the end of June. 


1995 Central Artery/Tunnel 
Cost Estimate: 


mw Program Management 
(Bechtel/Parsons 
Brinckerhoff) 

mw Design Engineering 

m= Construction Related 
(inc. 12% contingency) 6.20b 

gw Miscellaneous 
(inc. 0.25 billion credit 
for sale of air rights) 


$1.29 b 
0.75b 


(0.24 b) 


TOTAL: 


$8.00 b 


mw Unfunded costs to be 
allocated to unidentified 
other sources $0.99 b 


Source: Central Artery/Tunnel Project 





The revised schedule in Revision 6 
shows every major project milestone 
slipping from the previous estimate, 
including the overall project comple- 
tion date. Completion is now sched- 
uled for the beginning of 2005, not early 
2004. 
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The Chapter 6 of the Acts of 1995 Commission (aka the Megaplex Commission) 
released its report on site, program, and financing alternatives for a megaplex. The 
selected site, a 137-acre parcel on Summer Street in South Boston, is bounded by 
Summer Street, the Reserve Channel, Cypher Street, and Fort Point Channel. The 
proposed $943 million, 650,000 s.f. megaplex would have a 70,000-seat domed 
football stadium and 200,000 s.f. of exhibition floor space. A separately financed 
12,000-space stand-alone parking structure for the stadium is also proposed. 

The commission also included $99 million for Worcester and Springfield convention 
centers and for a Regional Facilities Fund. Annual operating costs are estimated at 
$30.1 million plus $3 million for marketing. Benefits to the local economy would come 
from increased local spending and increased tax revenue. 

The Commission anticipates the megaplex attracting the Super Bowl in 2001 (do 
they know Central Artery construction will be going strong?), the NCAA Final Four 
Tournaments, and national political conventions (every few decades). 

The report estimates that construction would begin in 1997 and end in 2001. 
Acknowledging that the schedule is compressed, the report mentions that nationwide, 
several facilities have been fast-tracked using the "design/build" process. However, 
Massachusetts' Ward Commission's law prohibiting this process was passed after 
corruption was rife in several projects designed and built by a single team. 


People Movers 


Rick Dimino, from Stone & Webster to Artery Business Committee 

Bill Coughlin, from Boston Chamber of Commerce to private sector 

Ann Donner, from Move Mass. 2000 to Trust for City Hall Plaza » 

Mark Primack, from Jamaica Plain to Move Mass. 2000 

George Johnson, Tony Cecere, Bill Lawrence and Anne Meyers all have left Massport 
Dan O'Connell, new director of development and real estate 


Vineet Gupta, from Boston Parks Department to Boston Transportation Department 

Theresa Murphy, from Boston Police Department to Boston Transportation Department 

Elaine Sudanowicz, from Hanscom Field to deputy director of traffic management, Boston 
Transportation Department 

John Haley, from General Manager, MBTA, to Port Authority of New York & New Jersey 

Loring Barnes has left MBTA Marketing 

Charlie Brackett, from Sverdrup Corp. to Vanasse Hangen Brustlin 

Mindy McNeill, from Vollmer Associates back to school 

















































Sees \ _———— 1 Copley Pavilion is the name of the 10- 
Sh ——— | 14 screen cinema complex planned for 
wh ———S ES { Dartmouth Street next to Back Bay station. 
Ay SS Eas No more shoebox-size theaters with tiny 
) =e Boston screens, these would be big old-style theaters 






, 


with big seats and big screens. 

The project would fill the gap created by the 
parking lot in front of The New England's 
garage. The complex would build on the sur- 
face lot and above the garage. A 3-D IMAX 
theater (similar to the Omni Theater) is in- 
cluded. Boylston Properties, the developer, 
hopes to open for the holiday 1996 season. 
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Ground has been broken for the new 
$62 million Boston Police Headquarters in 
Lower Roxbury. The location, Parcel 22 in the 
Southwest Corridor Development Plan of 
1979, was originally envisioned for 125 units 
of housing with 10,000 s.f. of retail. The police 
headquarters was planned in 1990. 

Located on Columbus Avenue between 
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headquarters is scheduled to open in 1997. 
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The Boston Athletic Association, orga- 
nizers of the Boston Marathon, has proposed 
a Centennial Arch for Copley Square for 
the 100th running in 1996. Both the Neigh- 
borhood Association of the Back Bay and the 
Friends of Copley Square have grave doubts 
about the intrusion, especially after the sell- 
out to allow the Bostix kiosk. A bronze tor- 
toise-and-hare is also in the Square now. 
Mayor Menino and the Boston Parks Com- 
missioners will decide on the arch in a pro- 
cess similar to that for Bostix('). 
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Get the Seaport Study done...fast! No 
sooner had Boston and Massport selected 
their project management/program co- 
ordination consultant for the joint Sea- 
port Study, Fort Point Associates, Lykes 
Bros. Steamboat Co. announced it would 
end weekly Boston service. Lykes began the 
service two years ago and carned about 8,000 
containers each year. Reasons given for 
leaving Boston were "ship scheduling prob- 
lems generated by winter weather conditions." 

Massport and the BRA will select seven to 
nine subconsultants to look at three initial areas. 






Rumor is that the well-being of the 
former Nashua Street Registry during Cen- 
tral Artery constuction is no longer a concem. 
Apparently, the building will be tom down be- 
fore construction begins. With a tunnel from 
Leverett Circle planned underneath, protect- 
ing the building was expected to cost millions. 


9181S19}0] 


The former Registry, a 1932 building of 
cast stone, is called a impressive example of 
Depression-era architecture and is eligible 
for the National Register of Historic Places. 





Work has begun on the New England Holocaust 
Memorial in Union Street Park, between Union and 
Congress streets near Dock Square and Faneuil Hall. 
Designed by San Francisco architect Stanley Saitowitz, 
the memorial features six 56-foot-high towers with 
internal lighting to gleam like candles. Visitors will 
walk through the six towers, which symbolize six death 
camps, six million Jews who died, and a six-pronged 
menorah with a missing prong to symbolize loss. Six 
million numbers will be etched into the towers, similar 
to tattooed numbers on victims. At the base of each 
tower will be an iron grate over a six-foot deep chamber 
containing an eternal flame. 

The initial fundraising goal was $2 million, plus $1 
million for a maintenance endowment fund. The project 
has also received Browne Fund, city, and state funds. 
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The Boston Public Works Department has be- 
gun design work on Tremont Street from Cam- 
bridge Street to The MassPike. Also planned are 
changes to the Tremont Street side of the Boston 
Common to try to restore its gracious feel. 

Following Boston Common Management Plan 
guidelines, the Public Works Department will work 
with the Parks Department and remove the planters 
along Tremont Street, install a low fence, and try to 
recreate the former Tremont Street Mall. Work is 
hoped to be completed or closed up by spring of 1997, 
the 100th anniversary of the first subway in America. 

The first of the Common's "long walks," created in 
1722, the Tremont Street Mall was graced with three 
grand rows of mostly elm trees from Park Street to 
Boylston Street. Two rows of elms arched over the 
walkway set back from Tremont Street, and a low iron 
fence, erected 1836, ran along the back of the side- 
walk near the third row of trees. 

Most of the big elms along the Mall were cut down 
amd the fence removed in the mid-1890s for the subway 
tunnel. In 1924 the mall was renamed Lafayette Mall 
and the Tremont Street Mall, grand or not, was history. 





In a victory for the citizenry, the city of Boston 
and the state have agreed to a number of key 
changes to the proposed surface street plan 
for the Central Artery project. Referring to a 
surface street plan developed by the Pedestrian 
Issues Forum, a community, business and labor 
group, the City and State agreed to about 90 
percent of the plan. They agreed to reduce the 
number of travel lanes to two in each direction 
plus one parking lane. Neckdowns, wide side- 
walks at intersections, in the North End and other 
areas would ensure permanent parking lanes. 
Some areas would have "convertible" parking lanes. 

However, a number of other issues remain to 
be resolved, including the potential to cover the 
highway ramps, maximizing the park parcels, 
providing continuous tree plantings, the speed of 
traffic, and more. The City, State, and the Pedes- 
trian Issues Forum are meeting every Thursday, 
through July 13, 1995. For information on the 
City's plan, call Vineet Gupta, 635-3173. 
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Source: The New England Holocaust 
Memorial Committee 






(— Subscribe to The Boston Informer! a You were asking... 

. What triggered a rash of tree cutting at 28 State St. 
and at Curley Park on Union Street? 

. Now empty, 28 State St. (the oldest downtown 


office tower just outside the BRA-controlled zone) 
is being completely rehabilitated. The trees were 


The Boston Informer is available by mail only. 
Don't miss an issue—subscribe now for $20 and 
receive six fact- and fur-filled issues per year! 


a cut down for an equipment lay-down area. The 

Address luxuriant trees at Curley Park were replaced with 
oe ee ee een spindly saplings because birds nesting in them were 

City State —— Zip “dissing” the James Michael Curley statues. 

Phone 


. Never mind a megaplex. Why don't they just 
expand Bayside Expo Center for bigger conventions? 
. Bayside, with its 256,900 s.f. of meeting space and 


() check enclosed Cy bill me 


f il to: reggie é ’ 
Make check for $20 payable toThe Boston Informer and mail to 250,000 s.f. for exhibits, is the area's biggest meeting 


The Boston Informer facility and is already one-third bigger than the Hynes 
PO Box 1473 Convention Center. It has highway and transit access 
Ne Boston, MA 02205-1473 , and water views...and it's already there! 


. What happened to the overdue outside review of 
MBTA Washington Street transit options? 

. The MBTA released the study to four community 
leaders in June. Undertaken to settle debate over 
which transit service should replace the Orange Line 
elevated that was moved to the Southwest Corridor in 
1987, the consultant's report echoes a 1990 study 
recommending electric trolley bus over light rail. The 
MBTA began studying the issue in 1977. 





Welcome to the Boston Informer! 
The goal is simple: provide concise, public information on 
construction projects, planning, and whatever else affects life 
in Boston. Welcome to The Boston Informer! Anthony 
Casendino, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony 
Casendino; vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $20.00 per year 
(cheap!). Inquiries may be sent to PO Box 1473, Boston, MA 
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'This is not going to be a political decision.’ SEAN Les SOME OED Cente 
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